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The World’s Largest Open Air Museum
Often referred to as ‘the world’s largest open air museum’, Upper Egypt holds an astonishing one third of the 
world’s ancient monuments. Luxor, or Thebes as it was known in ancient times, is a magical land, strewn with 
temples that were built thousands of years ago. Magnificent columns and intricately carved walls of the great 
Temple of Karnak whisper the secrets of the pharaohs from years gone by. The towering statues are a testament 
to the glory and power of the ancient Egyptians. The drawings on the temple walls depict a civilisation that 
was filled with science, art and architecture. 

Further down south, in Aswan, time seems suspended as you stroll through the graceful, haunting splendour 
of the Temple of Philae, dedicated to the Goddess Isis. The majestic beauty of the banks of the Nile have 
remained unchanged for millennia. 

This is the land that inspired Herodotus, that entranced Agatha Christie, that attracted countless civilisations to 
its mysteries - this is mystical and alluring Egypt. 
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Sanctuary M.S. Nile Adventurer
The elegant Sanctuary Nile Adventurer offers an intimate and relaxed cruising experience on the epic Nile. 
With opulent interiors, gourmet cuisine and superb sightseeing experiences with the country’s most experienced 
Egyptologists, the Sanctuary Nile Adventurer is a taste of genuine 5-star luxury on this timeless river. 

Drawing inspiration from the aeon of the pharaohs, the ship’s design combines modern Egyptian culture with seven 
thousand years of heritage. This contrast of ancient and new allows the Sanctuary Nile Adventurer to seamlessly blend 
contemporary Egyptian culture with authentic character. 

All 32 beautifully designed cabins (including two presidential suites and two deluxe cabins) enjoy stunning river 
views, and are luxuriously appointed with Egyptian cotton sheets and LCD screens. 

The extensive sun deck areas, with their elegant teak floors, include private cabanas around the pool area. Chilled fruit 
and drinks are served each afternoon whilst sailing and the vibrant, contrasting colours of the furniture provide a great 
backdrop for lively evening conversation and afternoon gatherings. 

Onboard facilities include à la carte dining, a massage room, fitness facilities, a library, a ship bazaar and an onboard doctor.
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UNRIVALLED ITINERARY
Travelling with Sanctuary opens up a whole new world of sights and experiences. Our extensive 
expertise and knowledge of the peoples and areas allow us to visit sites when they are least crowded – 
providing you with as exclusive a visit as possible.

EXEMPLARY EGYPTOLOGISTS
Only the most experienced Egyptologists are selected by the Sanctuary Nile Adventurer to make the 
pharaohs’ mysteries come alive. These onboard experts also offer lectures on the day’s discoveries as 
well as engaging in discussions about Egypt, past and present. The expertise of our guides is matched 
by a contagious enthusiasm, whether discussing tombs, pharaonic deities and myths, or the flora and 
fauna of the Nile Valley.

ONBOARD SERVICE
As fine as the facilities and amenities are, it is the human touch that makes a cruise on the Sanctuary 
Nile Adventurer so memorable. The crew’s service is the finest on the river today: efficient, attentive, 
and above all else, friendly - the pinnacle of Egyptian hospitality.
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GOURMET DINING
A team of gourmet chefs and classic Egyptian service ensure dining aboard the Sanctuary Nile 
Adventurer is a superb experience. Innovative menus featuring the finest of Egyptian and continental 
cuisine are hallmarks of the ship. Weather permitting, at least one barbecue lunch will be served on 
deck. The chef is always at hand to cater for particular dietary requirements or a special dinner with 
family and friends.

ONBOARD DOCTOR
At Sanctuary, we understand that round-the-clock service is key to an enjoyable travelling experience. 
As part of this commitment to our guests, the Sanctuary Nile Adventurer’s onboard doctor is ready to 
take care of your wellbeing at any time of day or night.

PRIVATE DOCKS
To ensure privacy and exclusivity for our guests, the Sanctuary Nile Adventurer moors at private 
docks in Luxor and Aswan. This guarantees a seamless travel experience that is quieter and safer.
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Responsible Travel
Sanctuary Retreats prides itself on bringing the boutique experience to guests with the added promise of 
authenticity.  The aim is always the same: to allow guests to have a “real” experience and enjoy a more natural 
kind of luxury in properties that have a strong commitment to conservation and responsible tourism.
The Sanctuary Nile Adventurer is no exception and has taken a leading role for environmentally friendly 
practice on the Nile.
 
The ship is fitted with a state of the art sewage disposal and water treatment system in order to recycle and 
purify all used water on the boat. The crew follow an extensive recycling programme on the boat, with all 
waste materials being sent to specialised recycling centres.
 
Safety is paramount at Sanctuary Retreats and for this reason, the ship is one of a handful on the Nile that has 
the Germanische-Lloyd Certificate, denoting the highest standards of safety for river cruisers worldwide.
 
Carefully created itineraries provide a fascinating insight into the local architecture, culture and lifestyle of this 
ancient land and its people. Sanctuary Egyptologists have been recruited for their enthusiasm and knowledge 
and are widely recognised as amongst the best on the Nile. Specialists are also available to educate and 
entertain any children on board, to illuminate the entire experience for them.
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Highlights en route
KARNAK TEMPLE 
Built over 2,000 years by generations of pharaohs, the 62-acre 
Temple of Karnak, dedicated to the god Amun, includes numerous 
smaller sites including the “Hypostyle Hall”, a veritable forest of 
giant pillars.

VALLEY OF THE KINGS AND QUEENS
The West Bank is home to the astonishing Valley of the Kings, 
where New Kingdom pharaohs were buried in richly painted 
tombs filled with treasures for the afterlife. Then visit the Valley of 
the Queens, called “Place of Beauty” by the Egyptians, where the 
pharaohs’ wives and children were buried.

HATSHEPSUT TEMPLE
The Mortuary Temple of Queen Hatshepsut, ancient Egypt’s only 
female pharaoh, rises out of the desert in a series of brilliant white 
terraces set against limestone cliffs. The temple was an important 
religious and funerary site, dedicated to the cults of Hathor, the 
cow goddess of beauty and love, and Anubis, god of the dead and 
mummification.

KOM OMBO TEMPLE
In ancient times, sacred crocodiles basked on the riverbank near Kom 
Ombo Temple north of Aswan, built by the Ptolemies in 150 BC 
to honour the crocodile-headed god Sobek and the falcon-headed 
god Horus the Elder. Since the two share the temple, everything is 
duplicated along the main axis, with double hallways, double doors 
and double chambers. The right side is Sobek’s, the left is Horus the 

Elder’s.
ESNA TEMPLE
Esna Temple, started early in the second century BC and added to 
for 400 years, was dedicated to Khnum, the god who the ancients 
said created the world and made the first human beings from Nile 
mud. The temple lies 10 metres below present ground level, but you 
can see the excavated hypostyle hall.

EDFU TEMPLE
According to Egyptian myths, Edfu was the place where the falcon-
headed god Horus avenged the murder of his father Osiris by killing 
Set. Many religious festivals in Horus’s honour took place at the 
Temple of Horus at Edfu, finished in 57 BC. It is one of the last 
great monuments of Egypt. 

PHILAE TEMPLE
According to the ancient Egyptians, the goddess Isis travelled all 
over Egypt gathering her husband Osiris’ remains after he was cut 
to pieces by his evil brother, Set. On Philae Island, where she found 
his heart, the Egyptians built a temple to Isis, goddess of purity, 
sexuality, nature and protection. During the building of the High 
Dam, Philae Island was submerged by water, so UNESCO helped 
transport the temple complex to nearby Agilika Island where it 
stands today.
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Daily Itinerary
THREE NIGHTS DOWNSTREAM
Embarks Aswan on Friday
Disembarks Luxor on Monday

Day 1: Aswan
Day 2: Aswan / Kom Ombo / Edfu / Esna (passing through the Esna Lock)
Day 3: Luxor
Day 4: Luxor

FOUR NIGHTS UPSTREAM
Embarks Luxor on Monday
Disembarks Aswan on Friday

Day 1: Luxor 
Day 2: Luxor / Esna (passing through the Esna Lock)
Day 3: Esna / Edfu / Kom Ombo
Day 4: Kom Ombo / Aswan
Day 5: Aswan





RESERVATIONS

Tel: +20 (0)2 2393 5450  Fax: +20 (0)2 2391 5179
egypt@sanctuaryretreats.com



www.sanctuaryretreats.com


